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T rees alter the 
environment by:  
Á moderating climate,  
Á improving air quality,   
Á conserving water and   
Á harboring wildlife  
 

Planting of trees means  
improved water quality,  
resulting in less runoff   
and erosion.  
 
 

Go to www.takingroot.info/   
for information about  
planting two million trees  
by 2030.  

 ~ Mary Gerson   
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ñWhat is wrong with Washington?ò We 

ask, wringing our hands. The government 

shuts down; major issues go 

unaddressed. In Congress, compromise 

has become a bad word. Gridlock reigns. 

 

What we have in Washington, D.C., today 

is a government of misunderstanding, 

according to Candy Crowley, featured 

speaker at Womanõs City Clubõs 21st 

annual National Speaker Forum on 

March 13. 

 

Our elected officialsõ lack of trust in each 

other is a major problem, the award-

winning journalist argued. òIf you donõt 

trust each other, you canõt compromise. 

Itõs easier to deliberately misunderstand 

what someone else is saying. Thereõs a 

whole art form of misunderstanding 

someone,ó she said at Hyde Park 

Community United Methodist Church. 

Few members get to know one another 

across the aisles (they are so seldom in 

town during non-work time), so have less 

basis to find common ground. 

 

The CNN senior political correspondent 

believes because most members of 

Congress were elected by large margins, 

in part because of gerrymandering, they 

find there is little reason to compromise. 

Playing to a constituency that favors 

their standing their ground, they donõt 

budge from a favored position. 

 

Crowley believes we have this 

confluence of circumstances bodes 

poorly for any serious compromising on 

major reform initiatives for many years 

to come. òThe news cycle feeds into 

the separateness in Washington. It 

magnifies an officialõs power,ó she 

said. She noted the latest trend of the 

òpre-act,ó for example, on-air reaction 

to the Presidentõs speech before he 

gives it. This exacerbates the tendency 

to demonize each otherõs views. 

 

So Crowley predicts not much will be 

accomplished on Capitol Hill in 2014. 

òImmigration? Not going to happen; tax 

reform? Not going to happen,ó she 

said. But she still contends that most 

people in Congress come to 

Washington with good intention to do 

whatõs best for their constituencies. 

    

The event received a generous grant 

from the Murray and Agnes 

Seasongood Good Government 

Foundation and was cosponsored by 

18 organizations. 

--Jo-Ann Huff Albers and others 
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CANDY 

CROWLEY 

GIVES THE 

SCOOP ON 

CONGRESS 

See National Speaker 2014 Photos on pages 2 -3,  

compliments of Brewster Rhoads  



 

 

 

 

Candy Crowley and Jeanne Nightingale 

Carolyn Washburn, Candy Crowley, Carole 

Donnelly, Susan Noonan  

Susan Noonan and Ruth Cronenberg  

with Candy Crowley 

Carole Cutter-Hawkins and Future Vincent-Hicks  

with Candy Crowley 

The National Speaker Committee with Candy Crowley 

Kay Smith Yount and Dan Yount  

with Candy Crowley 

Ushers Jean Crawford and Lisa Johnson 
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Candy Crowley and Rep. Denise Driehaus 

Ms. Crowley greets 

potential future Rep 

WCC Act One member Melissa Rowland 

 with Ms. Crowley 

Youthful attendees Ms. Crowley with Program V.P. Lori Nuckolls 

Cassandra Barham, Mary Wells, and Ms. Crowley 

National and local broadcast journalists:  

Ms. Crowley and Chris DeSimio  
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